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Sri Lankan shanty dwellers form committee to fight evictions
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iema;eïn¾ 26 od iudcjd§ iudk;d mlaIh
^iim& úiska le|jk ,o /iaùulg iyNd.s jQ
uOHu fld,U me,m;a jdiSyq w.k.rfhka
uyckhd m,jdyeÍu i|yd jk YS% ,xld wdkavqfõ
ie,iqïj,g tfrysj igka lsÍug ls%hdldÍ
lñgqjla f.dvke.+y'

ksjdi whs;sh wdrlaId lr.ekSfï ls%hdldÍ
lñgqj ̂taiSãwd¾tÉ& ;Srk folla f.k we;' m,uqj
th wfkl=;a me,am;a jdiSkag iy lïlre mka;shg
YsIag iïmkak ksjdi i|yd jk whs;sh wdrlaId
lr .ekSug wdhdpkhla ksl=;a lrkq we;' fojkqj
fckr,a fudag¾ia iud.ug iy tlai;a fudag¾
lïlre iñ;shg tfrysj ish /lshd iy jegqma
wdrlaId lr .ekSug igka jÈk weußldfõ
bkaÈhdkdfmd,sia k.rfha fckr,a fudag¾ia
lïlrejkaf.a ls %hdldÍ lñgqjg iyfhda.h
m,lrk fhdackdjla lñgqj iïu; lf,a h'

fld,U k.rh ol=kq wdishdfõ jdksc
uOHia:dkhla njg m;alsÍfï ie,iqfï fldgila
f,i È,s÷ mjq,a 66"000la fyj;a  k.rfha
ck.ykfhka ishhg 50lg jeä fofkl= tys
mÈxÑfhka bj;a lrk nj wdkavqj uehs udifha §
ksfõokh lf,ah' me,am;a fmfoiaj,ska fylagdr
390la muk uqodf.k foafmd, ixj¾Okh i|yd
foaYSh iy cd;Hka;r wdfhdaclhkag ,nd §ug
kshñ;h'

f,dal iudcjd§ fjí wvúh ^f,daifjw&
u.ska iy ckhd m,jd yeÍug kshñ; m%foaYj,
/iaùï ixúOdkh lrñka me,am;a jdiSka iy
lïlre mka;sfha wfkl=;a fldgia w;r fuu
fhdackdjg tfrysj iim igka lrkq ,nhs'
me,am;ajdiSka 30la muk iim /iaùug iyNd.s jQ
w;r ls%hdldÍ lñgqjla i|yd jk b,a,Sug
WoafHda.Su;aj m%;spdr oelajQy'

/iaùfï uq,iqk oerE iim foaYmd,k
ukav, iNsl ví,sõ' ta' iqks,a iyNd.s jQ wh
Wkqiqïj ms,sf.k ie,iqï iy.; uyck bj;a
lsÍïj, b;sydih ixlaIsma;j f.kyer mEfõ h'
—fld,U k.r ixj¾Ok ie,eiau m%:u jrg 1999
§ m%isoaO l, kuq;a uyck úreoaO;ajh msmsf¾ hhs
ìh jQ wdkavqj th mfilg fldg ;eî h"˜ hhs Tyq
lSfõ h'

—miq.sh wjqreoafoa uehs udifha fou, B,ï
úuqla;s fldá ixúOdkh ^t,aààB&g tfrys hqoaOh
wjika jQ miq ckdêm;s uyskao rdcmlaI cd;sh
f.dvke.Sfï kdufhka zwd¾Ól hqoaOhlaZ m%ldYhg
m;a lf,a h' fuh foaYSh iy cd;Hka;r uy
jHdmdßlhka fjkqfjka lïlrejka iy wfkl=;a
mSä; ck;djkag tfrysj Èh;a l, wd¾Ól
ms,sfj;ls' me,am;a jdiSka bj;a lsÍu fuu hqoaOfha
fldgils'˜

iim foaYmd,k ukav, idudðld ú,dks
mSßia m%Odk jd¾;dj bÈßm;a l,d h' —b,lal lr.kq
,en we;s fndfyda mjq,a Tjqkaf.a ksfjiaj, oYl
.kkdjla Ôj;a ù ;sfí"˜ hhs weh lSjd h'
—ckhdf.ka nyq;rh fuu ksjdij, jdih
lrkakka f,i ue;sjrk ,ehsia;=j, ,shdmÈxÑ ù
miq.sh ue;sjrkj, § Pkaoh mdúÉÑ fldg we;'
Tjqyq úÿ,s iy c, ì,am;a f.jñka isá;s' iuyrekag
bvïj, Tmamq mjd ;sfí' oeka rdcmlaI wdkavqj
läuqäfha u fuu ksjdi zwkjirZ hhs fidhdf.k
;sfí'˜
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ckdêm;s rdcmlaI fmr kqjQ úrE mshjrla
.ksñka isú,a wdh;k folla jk ud¾. ixj¾Ok
wêldßh ^hQãta& iy bvï f.dvlsÍfï iy
ixj¾Okh lsÍfï ixia:dj ̂t,awd¾ãî& ish ifydaor
f.daGdNh rdcmlaI úiska md,kh lrkq ,nk
wdrlaIl wud;HdxYh hg;g m;afldg we;ehs mSßia
úia;r l,d h' wdrlaIl wud;HdxYh uyckhd
bj;a lsÍu i|yd bÈßm;a l, ie,iqula wf.daia;=
12 od weu;s ukav,h úiska wkqu; lrkq ,eî h'

wdrlaIl wud;HdxYh isú,a hqoaOfha ñ,sgß
ms,sfj;a k.rfha È,skaokag tfrysj Ndú;d lsÍu
wrUd we;ehs mSßia lSjd h' uehs udih uq, § fld,U
fldïm[a[ùÈfha mjq,a 45l ksjdi lvdoeóug
tfrysj ke.S wd úreoaO;ajh u¾okh lsÍug
wdrlaIl wud;HdxYh ish .kkla fmd,Sish iy
yuqodj n,uq¨ .ekaùh' cQ,s udifha m%foaYfha
;rekfhla fmd,Sish u.ska w;awvx.=jg f.k
myr§ug tfrysj úfrd aO;djfha ksr; jQ
uÜglal=,sfha me,am;a jdiSka 8"000la fldgqlsÍug
ish .kkla jQ fmd,Sish iy fid,aodÿfjda ls%hd
l,y'

m,jd yßkakkag kj ksjdi iïmdokh
lrk njg wdkavqj lrk lshdmEï jHdchka nj
mSßia wjOdrkh l,d h' oekgu;a bj;a lrkq ,en
ksjdi imhd fkdue;s mjq,a isá;s' bj;a flfrk
iEu wfhl=g u ksjdi iïmdokh lsÍug wdkavqj
ksjdi 66"000la bÈl, hq;= w;r tjeks mßudkhl
lsisjla ie,iqï lr mjd ke;' mjq,a oyia .kklg
bj;a lsÍfï ksfõok tjkq ,en we;'

ksjdi wysñ jkakkag we;s ish¨ ffk;sl
iyk lmdyeÍug wdkavqj kS;s fjkia lrñka isák
nj weh mejiqjd h' fld,U uy k.r iNdj
^fldki& wfydais fldg ta fjkqjg wdrlaIl
wud;HdxYh hgf;a ls%hd;aul jk uyck Pkaofhka
f;dard fkd .;a wêldßhla hg;g m;alsÍu o
wdkavqj ksfõokh fldg we;' —ckhd Tjqkaf.a
ksjdij,ska bj;a lsÍu ksjdi i|yd Tjqkag we;s

wysñ l, fkd yels whs;sh W,a,x>kh lsÍuls"˜
weh lSjd h'

fld,U k.rfha o iuia;hla f,i rfÜ o
È,s÷ ckhdg YsIag iïmkak ksjdi fkdue;s ùug
ish¨ wdkavq o OfkaYajr l%uh o j.lsj hq;= hhs
mSßia lSjd h' —wdkavqfõ jd¾;dj,g wkqj YS% ,xldfõ
ñ,shkhlg ysig fijkla ke;' tlai;a cd;sl
mlaIh ̂ tcdm& iy ck;d úuqla;s fmruqk ̂ cúfm&
hk m%Odk úmlaI folg me,am;a jdiSka wdrlaId
lsÍug ie,eiaula ke;af;a tu mlaI fol u
rdcmlaI wdkavqfõ fj,|fmd, ys;jd§ ms,sfj;a
wkq.ukh lrk ksid h'˜

bj;a lsÍïj,g úreoaOfjñka yd tjeks
ls%hdjlg lsisÿ wdldrhlska iïnkaO fkd ù
kd.ßl È,skaokag iyfhda.h §u i|yd fmrg tk
f,i iim lïlre mka;shg wdhdpkd lrk nj
mSßia lsjd h' ish¨ ckhdg ish¨ myiqlï iys;
YsIag iïmkak ksjdi iïmdokh lsÍug ì,shk
.kkska uqo,a fhoùu wjYH h' tfy;a ,dN .rk
moaO;sh hgf;a th lrd ,Õd úh fkd yel' ol=kq
wdishdfõ o cd;Hka;r mßudkj o iudcjdoh i|yd
lrk mq¨,a wr.,hl fldgila f,i iudcjd§
ms,sfj;a yd lïlrejkaf.a yd f.dùkaf.a wdkavqjla
fjkqfjka iim wr.,fha fh§ isák nj weh
úia;r l,d h'

meñk isá fndfyda fofkl=g ;ukaf.a u
w;aoelSï úia;r lsÍfï Wjukdj iys;j mSßiaf.a
jd¾;dfjka miq iÔù ixjdohla újD; úh'

rdcd f,daifjwg fufia lSh( —uu Tnf.a
m%;sm;a;s iu. tlÕ hs' lïlrejkag wdhdpkh
fkd lr Tjqkaf.a iyfhda.h fkdue;sj wmg wfma
ksjdi wdrlaId lr.kak neye' tcdm kdhl rù
lrekdkdhl Widúfha kvqjla mjrk f,i wmg
Wmfoia ÿkakd' wms tal l,d' ta;a Widúhg hk
yeu ojilu tla mjq,la fjkqfjka kS;s{hdg
remsh,a 1"500la ^tlai;a ckmo fvd,¾ 14la&
f.jkak ´k' f.dvla mjq,aj, udisl wdodhu
remsh,a 3"000g wvqhs'˜

weÕ¨ï fiaúldjla fufia lSjd h( —wms
ÿïßh ud¾.h wdikakfha jdih lrk ksid wmsg
oekgu;a ksji w;yer hk f,i oekqï § ;sfnkjd'
ks,OdÍka lshkjd wms ÿïßhg fjkal, bvul
Ôj;ajkjd lsh,d' ÿïßh ud¾.h lsÜgqj Ôj;a ùu
wk;=reodhlhs lsh,d wms okakjd' lssisÿ wka;rdhla
ke;s myiqlï ;shk ;ekl Ôj;afjkak wms;a
leu;shs' ta;a wmsj bj;a lrkak l,ska wdkavqj
wmsg .e,fmk iqÿiq ;ekla fokak ´ks'˜

/iaùug iyNd.s jQfjda YsIag iïmkak
ksjdi i|yd igka lsÍug ls%hdldÍ Woaf>daIkhl
fh§ug tlÕ jQy' blaì;sj Tlaf;dan¾ 3od mej;s
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/iaùul § ls%hdldÍ lñgqj úêu;a f,i ia:dmkh
lrk ,§' mq̈ ,a iyfhda.h Èkd.ekSu i|yd fld,U
me,am;a m%foaYj, jvd mq¨,a Woaf>daIkhla f.k
hdfï wjYH;dj ms,sn|j idlÉPdj flakaø.; úh'

jegqma lmamdÿjg iy /lshd úkdY lsÍug
tfrysj igkaje§u i|yd ls%hdldÍ lñgqjla
f.dvke.Sug bkaÈhdkdfmd,siays fckr,a fudag¾ia
uqød lïyf,a lïlrefjda .;a ;Srkh ms,sn|j iim
idudðlfhda l:d l,y' jD;a;Sh iñ;sj,ska
iajdëkùfï Woaf>daIkhl wjYH;dj f;areï.;a
/iaùug iyNd.s j Qfjd a bkaÈhdkdfmd,si a
lïlrejkag iyfhda.h m,lsÍfï my; i|yka
fhdackdj iïu; l,y'

fckr,a fudag¾ia uqød lïyf,a ls%hdldÍ
lñgqfõ ifydaorjre fj;"

YS% ,xldfõ w.kqjr jk fld,U wmf.a
ksjdij,ska m,jd yßkq ,eîfï wk;=rg uqyqk md
isák me,am;a jeishka jk wms fckr,a fudag¾ia
iud.u" tlai;a fudag¾ lïlre iñ;s iy lïy,
ñ, § .ekSug wfmalaId lrk fÊ'ã' fkda¾ukag
tfrysj" jegqma iy /lshd wdrlaId lr.ekSfï
wr.,hl ksr; Tng wmf.a yDoHdx.u iqNme;=ï
iy Wkqiqï iyfhda.h msßkeóug leue;af;uq'

tlai;a ckmofha Tn Ôjk fldkafoais
ì|oeóug yd jegqma wvlska lmamdÿ lsÍug tfrysj
igka lroa§ YS% ,xldfõ wms wmf.a ksjdi whs;sh
/l.ekSfï wr.,hl ksr;j isáuq'

ckdêm;s uyskao rdcmlaIf.a ;ka;%h úiska
cd;Hka;r m%d.aOkfha wjYH;d fjkqfjka Èh;a
lrkq ,en ;sfnk —wd¾Ól hqoaOh˜ hgf;a fld,U
k.rh ol=kq wdishdfõ jdksc flakaøhla njg m;a
lrkq ,efnñka ;sfí' tys fldgila f,i È,s÷
lïlrejka iy mSä;hska jk wmf.a mjq,a 66"000la
n,y;aldrfhka bj;a fldg tu bvï cd;Hka;r
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iy foaYSh wdfhdaclhkag ,nd§fï ie,iqï oekg
u ilia lr ;sfí'

tlai;a ckmoh ;=, Tnf.a wêIaGdkj;a
wr.,h wmj jv jvd Èß.kajk w;r th wm
i|yd u.fmkajk jeo.;a wdf,dalhla f,i ls%hd
lrhs'

Tnf.a lñgqj iy tys ls%hdud¾.h lïlre
mka;sh úiska .kq ,nk iajdëk ls%hdldÍ;ajhla
foig jQ Yla;su;a bÈß mshjrla f,i  wm olsk
w;r cd;Hka;r m%d.aOkfha wjYH;d i|yd Tnf.a
jegqma lmamdÿ lsÍug iïudoï ù we;s hQtaví,sõ
iñ;shg tfrysj Tnf.a úuqla;sh Tn úiska u
idlaId;a lr.ekSfï udj; Tn u ;Srkh lsÍfï
mshjrla f,i olsuq'

m%Odk úmlaI jk tlai;a cd;sl mlaIh
^tcdm& iy ck;d úuqla;s fmruqk ^cúfm& yd
úúO jdudxYsl mlaI úiska bÈßhg oukq ,nk
Bkshd ffk;sl mshjr iy wdkavqjg mSvkh fh§fï
Wmdh m%;slafIam lrñka wms o ksjdi i|yd jk
wmf.a whs;sh wdrlaId lr.ekSfï wr.,fha § wmf.a
u kdhl;ajh iy wmf.a u ls%hdud¾.hla iys;
ls %hdldÍ lñgqjla hgf;a wr.,fha ksr;j
isákafkuq'

wmg Tnf.a iyfhda.h iy Tng wmf.a
iyfhda.h jifhka m%d.aOkhg tfrys wr.,fha §
cd;Hka;r iyfhda.fha iy lïlrejka iy mSä;
ck;djkaf.a tlai;a lfï idrN+; iajdNjh wms
f;areï .ksuq' Tng wm fok iyfhda.h tjeks
cd;Hka;r iyfhda.hla foig .efkk kj
mshjrla f,i wms oel.ksuq'

ifydaor;ajfhka"
ksjdi whs;sh i|yd jk ls%hdldÍ lñgqj

^taiSãwd¾tÉ&
fld,U" YS% ,xldj'


