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Massive abstention in Sri Lankan local elections
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§md,a chfialr úisks

mmmmmiq.sh cQ,s 8 Èk W;=f¾ jõkshdj yd

hdmkh k.rj, mej;s m,d;a md,k ue;sjrk
foflys m%;sm, fmkakqï lrkafka" Èjhsfka fou,
iq¨;rh wdkavqfjka mukla fkdj fou, cd;sl
ikaOdkh ̂àtkata& o we;=̈  úúO fou, mlaI j,ska
úfhdaù we;s ;ruhs'

yuqodj úiska uehs udifha§ t,aààBh mrdch
lsÍfuka miqj" m%cd;ka;%jdoh h,s ia:dmkh lr
we;s nj fmkaùug wdkavqj fuu ue;sjrk m%;sm,h
yqjd oelajqj o W;=re m,df;a w. k.rh jk
hdmkfha Pkaoodhl iyNd.s;ajh hka;ï ishhg
22 la muks' jõkshdfõ th ishhg 52 ls'

hdmkh k.r iNdfõ wdik 23 ka 13 l
mgq nyq;rhla wdkavqfõ tlai;a ck;d ksoyia
ikaOdkhg ysñúh' tfy;a ,eî we;af;a Pkao
odhlhkaf.ka ishhg 10 lf.a Pkaoh mukla ùfï
;;= yuqfõ th mqyq ch.%ykhls' ue;sjrk
jHdmdrfha m%uqL;ajh f.k isá md,l ikaOdkfha
BmSãmS mlaIh" wdkavqfjka wE;aj isàu i|yd uq,ska
ish ,dxPkh hgf;a ;r. lsÍug f.k ;snQ ;Skaÿj"
ckdêm;s uyskao rdcmlaIf.a n,lsÍu hgf;a
fjkia lf,ah'

wdkavqfõ jd¾.sl hqoaOhg oelajQ iyfhda.h
fya;= fldg f.k BmSãmSh fou, ck;djf.a mq̈ ,a
ffjrhg md;% úh' tu mlaIhg ;ukaf.a u w¾O
ikakoaO l,a,shla mej;s w;r th" .egqu mej;s
wjêfha § ñ,sgßh iuÕ w;aje,a ne|f.k lghq;=
lf,ah' Tjqyq —t,aààB iellrejkã  urdoeóu fyda
—w;=reoyka lsÍu˜ o we;=¨ u¾okldÍ yd uer
l%shdjkays fh§ isáhy'

wdrlaIl yuqod t, sm sgu wdkav qfõ
mlaIj,g iydh ÿka w;r" k.r foflys u ue;sjrk
meje;ajqfka ñ,sgß hg;a lsÍul fldkafoais
yuqfõh' ñ,sgßfha wdrlaIdj hgf;a ;ukaf.a u

wdrlaIl Nghka o udOH lkavdhï o legqj
wdkavqfõ weu;sjre lghq;= lroa§" úreoaO
wfmalaIlhka ;¾ckhg yd ìh.ekaùug ,laúh'

—wdrlaIdj˜ ms,sn| jHdc lv;=rdj hgf;a
wdkavqj ue;sjrk Èkfha § ish¨ wdkavq fkdjk
udOH j,g hdmkh yd jõkshdj ;ykï m%foaY
njg m;alf,ah' meßish flakaøfldg .;a ßfmdag¾ia
ú;jqÜ fndav¾ia ixúOdkh mejiqfõ ;yku"
—ue; sjrkfha úksúoNdjh m s, sn| i sh¨
n,dfmdfrd;a;= iqkal,˜ njh'

Pkao ÈkSu i|yd BmSãmS h ìh.ekaùï"
;¾ck" w,a,ia §ï iu. ysia fmdfrdkaÿ ,ndÿkafka
lsisÿ ú,s ,eÊcdjlska f;drjh' ue;sjrk m%pkav
l%shd ksÍlaIk uOHia:dkfha ksfhdað;fhl= jk
iqks,a chfialrg wkqj" —Tjqka wdkavq mlaIhg
Pkaoh fkdoeuqj fyd;a uiqka ueÍu i|yd n,m;a
fkd,efnk njg wdkavqfõ wdOdrlrejka fndfyda
ëjr lkavdhï j,g ;¾ckh lr ;sfí'˜

t,aààBh mrdch lr yuqodjka ,;a
ch.%ykh yuqfõ fou, isú,a jeishka ,laI
;=klg wdikak ixLHdjla hdmkh yd jõkshdfõ
ñ,sgß md,kh hgf;a we;s /|jqï l|jqre ;=,g
fldgqlr we;' cq,s udifha w. úl,am m%;sm;a;s
flakaøh úiska lrk ,o iólaIkhlg wkqj
—hdmkh k.r iNd ue;sjrkfha§ Pkaoh §ug
iqÿiqlï ,;a Pkao odhlhkaf.ka ishhg 11'6 la
muk fokd oeka hdmkh Èia;%slalfha /|jqï l|jqre
.kkdjla ;=, /£ isák w;r" ishhg 20'9 la
wNHka;rj wj;eka jQjka f,i Èia;%slalfhka msg
fjk;a ;ekaj, Ôj;a fj;s'˜

l|jqre ;=, isák whg Pkaoh i|yd
,shdmÈxÑ ùug fkdyels jqkd mukla fkdj" Pkao
odhlhkag w,a,ia §fï udOHhla f,i" Tjqkaf.a
{d;Ska ksoyia lr .ekSug kï ;ukag Pkaoh

1



fok f,i wdkavqjg iïnkaO mlaI Tjqkag lshd
we;' tcksi wfmalaIl rdcÿf¾ r;afkaIajrka
wf.daia;= 1 jk Èk ikafâ ghsïia fj; mejiqfõ"
b,ä ïm;% fnodyeÍug yd h,s mÈxÑlsÍï ixúOdkh
lsÍu i|yd wdkavqj ;ukag n,h mjrd we;s njhs'
ckdêm;s rdcmlaIf.a tla fidfydhqfrla jk
Tyqf.a fcHIaG WmfoaYl neis,a rdcmlaI" ue;sjrk
jHdmdrh wëlaIkh lsÍfï ks,Odßhd f,i
m;afldg ;snqks'

rg ;=, —m%cd;ka;%jdoh ia:dms; lsÍfï
wmf.a m%;sm;a;s fjkqfjka ,enqkq ch.%ykhla˜
nj lshd isáñka ue;sjrkh" —úYsIaG ch.%khla˜
f,i yqjdolajk ckdêm;sf.a l:d úldr iy.;h'

flfia fj;;a wf.daia;= 10 jk Èk
olaIskdxYsl whs,kaâ m;%fha l;=jelsh" Pkao
odhlhkaf.a —lemSfmfkk WodiSk;ajh˜ .ek
i|yka lrñka " ue; sjrk meje; aùfï
kqjklaldrlu m%Yakhg n÷ka lf,ah' —hdmkfha
is;a ii, lrjk my;a Pkaoodhl fm,.eiSu
wdkavqjg fuu mksúvh ksl=;a fldg we;' tkï
—fï wjia:dfõ ck;djg yÈisfhkau wjYHj
we;af;a foaYmd,kh fkdj hqoaOfhka úkdYjQ
Tjqkaf.a Ôú; h,s f.dvk.d .ekSuh˜ hkakhs'

jvd;a l=vd k.rhla jk jõkshdfõ §
tcksi" t,aààB iuÕ fm, .eiS isá fou, cd;sl
ikaOdkhg ̂ àtkata& fukau" ñ,sgßh iu. iómj
lghq;= l, ;j;a w¾O ikakoaO lkavdhula jk
wdkavqjg .e;s m%cd;ka;%jd§ uyck úuqla;s
fmruqkg;a ̂ ãmSt,at*a& miq miska f;jk ia:dkhg
meñksfhah' wdik 11 ka àtkata 5 la yd ãmSt,at*a
3 la Èkd.;a w;r" tcksi g ysñjQfha wdik 2 la
mukls' b;sß wiqk úreoaO mlaIfha Y%S ,xld uqia,sï
fldka.%ih i;= úh'

àtkata jeäu wdik Èkd.;a mlaIh jqj o
,shdmÈxÑ Pkaoodhlhkaf.ka thg m%idoh m,
jQfha ishhg 17 l f.a muks' —fou, ck;djf.a
tlu ksfhdað;hd˜ ;uka hhs jHdc f,i lshd.;a
t,aààB fha l=m%lg m%cd;ka;%Sh úfrdaë l%ufõohka
flfrys mq̈ ,aj me;sr mej;s úfrdaOh o my;a Pkao
odhl iyNd.s;ajfhka fmkakqï lrhs' fjku
fou, B,ï OfkaYajr rdcHhla i|yd jQ t,aààB
l%shdud¾.h ksfhdackh lf,a fou, ck;djf.a
fkdj" fou, OfkaYajrfha wdila;hkah'

2002 igka úrduhg u|lg fmr fou,
OfkaYajr mlaIj, yjq,la f,i wdrïN l, àtkata"
miq.sh i;a jir ;siafiau l%shd fldg we;af;a
t,aààB fydrkEj f,ih' uehs udifha t,aààB
ñ,sgß mrdcfhka miqj àtkata" jv jvd;a keUqre

jQfha rdcmlaI wdkavqj iu. .súiqula .id.ekSugh'
th ue;sjrk jHdmdrfha fhÿfka hqo aOhg
—foaYmd,k úi÷ula˜ fjkqfjks' ta fou, m%N+
fldgiaj, wdila;hka m,d;a uÜgfï § bgq lr
.ekSu i|yd jQ iSñ; wdldrhl iajdëk;ajhls'

jõkshdfõ § jeäu wdik ixLHdj Èkd.kq
,enqj o àtkata" hdmkfha § Èkd.;af;a wdik
wgls' hdmkfha b;d wvq iyNd.s;ajh iuÕ .;a
l, Tjqkag ,eî we;af;a uq¨ Pkao ixLHdfjka
ishhg 7 la muks' tu ixLHdjka mjd rdcmlaI
wdkavqj flfrys úfrdaOh m,lrk Pkao ñi"
àtkata fj; m,jQ idOkSh m%;spdrhla fkdfõ'

wdkavq .e;s fou, tlai;a úuqla;s fmruqk
^àh Qt, at* a & yd u qi a, sïjreka fj; oEi a
fhduqlrf.k isá iajdëk lkavdhula hdmkfha
§ tla wiqk ne.ska ysñlr .;ay' fld,U wdkavqfõ
m%Odk úmlaIh jk tlai;a cd;sl mlaIh hdmkfha
fyda jõkshdfõ tlÿ wiqkla fyda Èkd.ekSug iu;a
fkdùh' 1983 § isú,a hqoaOh wrUd blaì;s oYlh
mqrd f,ajels whqßka th fmrg f.k hdfï j.lSu
oerefõ tu mlaIhhs'

tÈk u mej;s W!j m,d;aiNd ue;sjrkh"
úreoaO mlaI mrdchg m;alrñka tcksi úiska
myiqfjka ch.;a w;r" ishhg 72'4 l Pkao
m%udkhla ,ndf.k m,d;a iNdfõ tys wdik
ixLHdj 21 isg 25 olajd jeälr .;af;ah' tlai;a
cd;sl mlaIfha Pkao m%udkh ishhg 22'3 la olajd
o wdik ixLHdj 12 isg 7 olajd o my; jegqks'

uehs udifha mgka rdcmlaI yd tcksi"
t,aààBh mrch lr ,enQ ch.%ykh ieuÍfï
W;aij tllska miqj ;fjlla jYfhka mj;ajñka
jd¾.sl ufkdaNdjhka wjqiaid ;sfí' W!fõ wdkavqj
,;a idfmalaI by, Pkao m%udkh fmkakqï
lrkafka" wdkavqj flfrys m,jQ ie,lsh hq;=
idOkSh iyfhda.hlg jvd" È.g we§ .sh hqoaOfhka
miqj hï iekiSula yd wdkavqjg úreoaOjd§ l|jqrla
fkdue;s ùfï ldrkhhs' tcdm yd isxy, cd;sjd§
cúfm hk m%Odk úreoaO mlaI folu hqoaOhg
iyfhda.h ÿka w;r t,aààBfha mrdch TcjevQy'

rdcmlaI ue;sjrk jHdmdrhg iïnkaO
jQfha fndfyda fldgu" hqo wmrdO yd fou, isú,a
jeishka isr.; lsÍu u; Tyqf.a wdkavqjg t,a, jQ
tlai;a ckmo yd ngysr n,j;=kaf.a iSñ; úfõpk
m%;slafIam lsÍug uq,afjñks' Tyq ì%;dkH hg;a
úð; md,khg tfrysj 1818 yg.;a le/,a,
isys.ekaùh' rdcmlaIg ngysr úfõpk fkd;ld
yeÍug yelsjQfha tlai;a ckmo tÈßjd§kaf.a"
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úfYaIfhka u Ökfha" wd¾Ól yd foaYmd,k
iyfhda.hg mskaisÿ jkakg muks'

f.da,Sh wd¾Ól miqnEu u.ska W.% fldg
we;s wdkavqfõ oejeka; ñ,sgß úhoï u.ska cks;
lr we;s wd¾Ól yd iudc w¾nqoh" md,l iNd.h
úiska ys;d u;du hgm;a fldg ;snqks' fou,
l:dlrk j;= lïlrejka w;r mlaI yd jD;a;Sh
iñ;s f,i jevlrk yj q, a  wdk av qfõ
fldgialrejka jk iSví,sõiS yd l÷rg ck;d
fmruqk" wdkavqfõ lmamdÿ jevms,sfjf,a weÕjqï
jixlsÍug jEhï lrñka jegqma ms,sn| idlÉPd
l,aoeuQy' wdkavqfjka fjkaù.ekSu msksi l÷rg
fmruqk ;ukaf.a u ,dxPkh hgf;a ;r. lf,ah'

tcdm yd cúfm fmkakqï l, fYdapkSh
ue;sjrk m%;sm, j,ska ms,sìUq lrkafka" wdkavqj
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flfrys lsisÿ ie,lsh hq;= úreoaO;ajhla m,lsÍug
Tjqkag mej;s fkdyelshdjhs' wdik ixLHdj 7
isg 1 olajd my; jeàu yuqfõ ue;sjrkh" cúfm
g ;j;a wlr;eínhla f.k wdfõ h' rdcmlaI
wdkavqfõ ks, fldgialrefjl= fkdjQj o cúfm"
iudc fiajd lemSfï yd ñ,sgß úhoï by, kexùfï
whjehg Pkaoh § ;sfí'

md,l tcksi by, Pkao m%;sY;hla ,nd
.;a; o tys iyfhda.s;d moku wvudk h' wd¾Ól
w¾nqofha weÕùï jev lrk ck;djg meyeÈ,s ùug
mgka .ekSu;a iu. /,a, wdkavqjg tfrysj
fõ.fhka mßj¾;kh jkq we;' W!j iïnkaOfhka
fuh úfYaIs; h' th Èjhsfka ÿmam;a u m%foaYhla
jk w;r ishU,dka~qj yd ß§ud,shoao jeks ;eka
j, oßø;d uÜgu ishhg 50 ;a jvd by,h'


